This study fills a major gap in the mainstream narrative of Irish history by reconstructing political developments in the year before the restoration of Charles II. It is the first treatment of the complex Irish dimension of the king's return.
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Conventions and abbreviations
For the most part I have used the standard term New English to describe the pre-1641 Protestant colonists and 'settler' or 'newcomer' to refer to those who came after the outbreak of rebellion. These later arrivals rendered the term New English ambiguous, of course, and contemporaries learned to avoid confusion by speaking of Old and New Protestants. I have adopted this usage where the context required it.
Dates are given in old style except that the year is treated as beginning on 1 January. For the sake of clarity, continental dates have been adjusted to conform to the Julian calendar.
Full bibliographic details of works referred to are given at the first citation: thereafter, short titles are used. The following abbreviations have been employed throughout. Adventurers, 1642 -59. London, 1903 
Acts and ordinances

